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2010 CHRISTMAS PARADE  

THEME -ñCHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLDò 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4
TH

, 12 NOON 
 

The Granite Falls Rotary Club will sponsor the annual Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 4 

at 12:00 noon downtown.  Entry fee is $10 per float or vehicle and $5 per horse for early 

registration.  Day of parade entry fee is $20 per float or vehicle and $10 per horse.  Registration 

will be held on November 6
th
 and 13

th
 at the Granite Falls Recreation Center from 9:00 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m.  Registrations will also be accepted Monday ï Friday at the following locations:  

Rebecca Hall Accounting on Falls Avenue, First Citizens Bank on Falls Avenue, Granite Travel 

on Park Square and Hamby & Hamby, PA in the RBC Bank Building. All entries must be 

decorated.  The theme this year is ñChristmas Around the Worldò.  Lineup begins at 10:30 a.m. at 

the First Baptist Church parking lot.  Anyone who drives in the parade must be at least sixteen 

with a valid driverôs license.  If you have questions, please contact Rotary Club member Chris 

Ackerman at 396-2188 or cackerman@caldwellschools.com. 
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(Block holiday closings.) 

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS  

 
The Town Office, Recreation Center, Electric and Public Works Departments will be closed in 

observance of the following holidays: 

 

Veteransô Day-Thursday, November 11, 2010 

 

Thanksgiving-Thursday, November 25, 2010 

Friday, November 26, 2010 

 

Christmas-Friday, December 24, 2010 

Monday, December 27, 2010 

Tuesday, December 28, 2010 

 

New Years Day-Monday, January 3, 2011 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. D ay-Monday, January 17, 2011 

 

Good Friday-Friday, April 22, 2011 

 

For all above holidays:  The Police and Fire Departments and the Water and Wastewater Plants 

will be on duty as scheduled.  Garbage Disposal Service will pick up garbage/recycling on 

regular schedule. 

 

The Granite Falls History and Transportation Museum will be closed the weekends of 

November 27 and December 25. 

 

 
 



WE HAVE A TREE! 

Our new tree arrived October 6.  We hope it will thrive and grace our park for many years to 

come. 
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ART IN THE PARK  

 

On Tuesday, June 16, 2010 the Town of Granite Falls and the Caldwell Arts Council sponsored 

the Art in the Park annual event downtown.  The United States Air Force Heritage of America 

Band ï Heritage Aire Celtic Ensemble presented an outstanding performance of Celtic style 

music.  The musicians combined traditional instruments such as the Irish flute, the button 

accordion, penny whistle and bodhran with the modern guitar and electric bass. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

TOWN RECEIVES SIX PUBLIC POWER OF EXCELLENCE AWARDS 
 

Granite Falls received Public Power Awards of Excellence for 2010 from ElectriCities of NC in 

six categories, including the Grassroots/Building Political Strength Award, which recognizes 

efforts by the city in legislative issues important to public power, initiation of local grassroots 

events and participation in federal and state legislative events; the Economic Development 

Award , which recognizes initiative by the city in economic development efforts, including 

recruitment leading to job creation and implementation of economic development studies; the 

Communications Award, which recognizes outstanding customer communications, including the 

use of bill inserts to communicate information to customers, production of a newsletter or e-

newsletter, assignment of a public information officer and completion of a coordinated 

communications plan; the Customer Service Award,  which recognizes outstanding customer 

service efforts, including residential customer programs such as medical alert, payment assistance, 

bank draft program and energy efficiency options; Training  Award, which recognizes 

commitment by the city to ongoing staff education and training by attendance at Electricities 

sponsored training sessions, completion of a continuing education or tuition reimbursement 

program and in-house training opportunities and Energy Efficiency recognizes efforts by the 

town with energy efficient building programs, energy education and energy audits.  

 

 



 
 

 
Shown receiving six Public Power Awards of Excellence from ElectriCities are (l-r) Matt Schull, Division Director, 

NCMPA1 with ElectriCities of NC, Inc., Councilmen Dr. Caryl Burns, Frank Mackie, Max McRary, Electric Director 

Steve Stilwell, Councilmen Donald Kirkpatrick, Tracy Townsend, Mike Mackie and Mayor Barry Hayes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The state's Move Over law requires motorists, if they can safely do so, to move one lane away 

from any law enforcement or other emergency vehicle that is on the side of the highway.  

The law requires motorists slow down and approach cautiously when an emergency vehicle is 

stopped on the shoulder of the roadway with its lights flashing. Motorists are required to move 

over to another lane away from the emergency vehicle on a multi-lane highway or slow down on a 

two-lane highway and can do so safely. Motorists must slow down while maintaining a safe speed. 

G.S. 20-157 (f).  

Effective July 1, 2006, fines increased to $250 along with the possibility of being charged with a 

felony if a collision occurs that results in serious injury or death.  Effective December 1, 2010 

state law will change the existing definition of a public-service vehicle to include those driven by 



electric-utility workers responding to outages or other emergencies.  Utility crews frequently 

conduct work in adverse weather conditions and at night, times when drivers can become easily 

distracted.  The Town of Granite Falls has a comprehensive safety program to protect line and 

service crews operating near roads.  Even with these precautions, there have been incidents in 

recent years in other towns involving public vehicles striking stopped utility trucks, endangering 

the lives of utility crews, as well as drivers and their passengers.  The Town of Granite Falls 

encourages citizens to stay alert for utility vehicles stopped along roads and move over if it is 

possible to do so safely or slow down if they cannot change lanes.  Doing so has always been a 

good idea, and now itôs the law. 

 

SERVICE APPRECIATION AWARDS AT LAKESIDE PARK  

 

The Town Council honored staff with an employee appreciation luncheon on June 24, 2010 at 

Lakeside Park.  Receiving awards were 26 full time and year round part time employees.  New 

employees included Jerry Church, Michelle Coffey, Drew Morris, Richard Wesson, Christopher 

Kirby, Reva Michael, Trenton Reynolds, Tonya White, Chad Russell, Daryl Setzer, Roger Sigmon 

and Jimmy Ward.  Employees with 5 years of service included Clint Bumgarner, Roger Crosby, 

Chris Jenkins and Thomas McRary.  Employees with 10 years of service were Kevin Kerley and 

Chad Raby. Tamara Coulter was recognized for 15 years of service.  Allen Spencer, Ronald 

Herman and Joy Munday were awarded for 20 years of service.  Ray Keller was recognized for 25 

years of service.  Employees with 30 years of service included Steve Cutshall and Steve Stilwell.  

Shuford Wise was honored with an award for 35 years of service. 

 

 

2
ND

 ANNUAL ñFESTIVAL ON MAINò 

 

The Granite Falls Merchants Association sponsored the second annual ñFestival on Mainò in the 

town square on Saturday, September 18
th
, 2010.  The event was a huge success with a large 

number of vendors on hand and many downtown businesses open.  Entertainment included 

singers, cloggers, bands, a karate demonstration and petting zoo. 

 

 


